JUNE 2022

LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE NEWSLETTER
Giving Back | Trimming and Maintenance | Free Trees
Giving Back
For the first time in quite a while, life feels almost normal. The scrim has been removed
and the ability to see things is much better. Even during the worst of Covid, some
things remained constant. Grass was mowed, water
flowed, electricity was always there. Many things were
An Area That Needs
neglected as all of us refocused our lives, and that
Attention
wasn’t all bad.
Time to refocus again and take a look around. Some
areas of the Mews need some TLC. There is probably
an area near your home or in your court that could use
a little attention. Does it have a weedy look?
Overgrown? How did the trash get there?

This is a spot that could
really use a bit of
attention. Note the broken
branches, weeds, and
probably some trash. It
wouldn’t take much time
to weed and bag this
mess.
Charles de Mills

Environmental Enhancements does a good job keeping
the Mews looking healthy and attractive. Steve also
does his share of moving, removing, and cutting. The
bottom line is that they can not do it all.
A suggestion from the Landscape Committee is to find a
area and own it. It doesn’t have to be a big area, but
take time during the summer to keep it looking happy.
Take a Saturday a month (or more) and pick up
unwanted paper or plastic that often is caught along
fence lines. Pull weeds, trim a branch that is too long,
or loosen the soil. Help a neighbor.
In tending a needy spot, there are three essential tools
for most simple jobs: hand clippers, a trowel, and a
hand weeder (a forked metal object used for digging out
weeds with long roots).

Not a native, but instead
an ancient rose from
central Europe and one of
the first to be cultivated.
The aroma is amazing.

For example, leaves are coming out of the shrub in front
of your house that are different from the shrub’s leaves.
It’s probably a vine. Cut is off with the trimmers. But I
don’t know what a weed is? A weed is anything growing
in a particular spot that is not wanted. Does that plant
look different from the others? Did it just suddenly

Native Plant of the
Month

appear? Probably a weed. Remove it with the trowel.
Next to it is a dandelion, a weed everyone knows. The
hand weeder is perfect for digging down deep to remove
the root. And do not forget to water. Trees and plants
get dry and need moisture to survive. A good hint that
water is needed is when leaves begin to drop.
So, that entire exercise, from trash removal to garden
care took all of thirty minutes. See how easy it is to give
back?
Trimming and Maintenance

Sweet Bay Magnolia

All of the rain, sunlight, and warmer temperatures have
spurred a lot of new growth. Just last week there was a
hint of green everywhere, and now everything seems
overgrown.

These water loving trees
border the King Street
fence behind Court 3.
Unlike the Southern
Magnolia, this is a semi
deciduous tree, losing
some, but not all of its
leaves in the winter.
They are just starting to
bloom, so enjoy them
while you can.

For the first time in almost two years Environmental
Enhancements (EE) is fully staffed and will start trimming
in the upcoming weeks, as well as providing a regular
mowing service. The Mews is a large property and
sometimes things are missed. Please let the Landscape
Committee know if this happens.

Helpful Links

Free Trees

For more on
Landscaping News
check out the archives
at

EcoAction Arlington is offering free trees for planting this
fall. Let the Landscape Committee know if your court
would like a tree. The free ones include:

https://
fairlingtonmews.org/
mews-news/
Fairlington Gardeners
https://www.facebook.com/
FairlingtonGardening/

Also, just as a reminder, do not ask landscaping workers
to do extra chores. When that happens, EE does not get
their work done. Instead, hire someone from the All
Fairlington Bulletin or ask if any of the EE staff freelance.

◦American hornbeam
◦Pin oak
◦River birch
◦Sugarberry
◦American sycamore
◦Swamp white oak
◦American linden

